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Introduction
Let R be a commutative Noetherian ring (with identity) and I be an ideal of R. The
local cohomology modules Hi (M), i = 0,1, 2, ..., of an R-module M with respect to
I, with support in V (1), were introduced by A. Grotendieck in [14, 15]. The local
cohomology module Hi (M) is defined as:

Hi(M) = lim Extt (R/I™, M).

nz1
Also, for each pair of R-modules M and N, the generalized local cohomology
modules
Hi(M,N) = lim Ext,(M/I"M ,N),

nz1
were introduced by Herzog in [17]. Clearly, this notation is a generalization of the
ordinary local cohomology module.

Hartshorn defined an R-module M to be I-cofinite if Supp(M) € V(I) and
Exth(R/1, M) is finitely generated for all i and asked:

For which rings R and ideals I are the modules Hi(M) I-cofinite for all i and all
finitely generated modules M?

In [8], K. Bahmanpour et al., introduced the new notation of the n-th finiteness
dimension f*(M), for all n e N. More precisely, they used the following notation:
f*(M) = inf {f,Rp(Mp) : p e Supp(M/IM) and dim(R /p) = n},
where, for each ideal J of R and each finitely generated R-module N, the

finiteness dimension f;(N) of N relative to J is defined as:
f;(N) = inf {i e Ny : H(N) is not finitely generated}

In [3], Asadollahi and Naghipour introduced the notation of the R-modules in
dimension < n, for all n € Ny. More precisely, by them definition, an R-module M
is said to be in dimension < n if and only if dim(M/N) < n for some finitely
generated submodule N of M. Moreover, they showed that if R is a complete local
ring then for any finitely generated R-module M there is another description of
fi*(M) as follows:

f*(M) =inf {0 <i€Z : H{M)isnotindimension < n}.
In [18], Hoang generalized their result to generalized local cohomology as
follows:
fM(M,N) =inf {0 <i €7Z : H{(M,N) isnotindimension < n}.
where N is another finitely generated R-module. Also, he proved that if I, =
Anng (M /IM) then f*(M, N) is defined as:
fi*(M,N) = inf {fip (My,N,) : p € Supp(N/IyyN) and dim(R/p) = n},
where, for each ideal J of R and each pair of finitely generated R-modules M, N,
the finiteness dimension f;(M, N) of M, N relative to J is defined as:
f;(M,N) = inf {i €Ng : H]i (M, N) is not finitely generated}.

Also in [1], Abazari and the present author proved that, if (R, m) is a complete

local ring, then for all i < f/*(M) and all j >0, the R-modules Ext}, (R/

I, Hi (M, N)) are in dimension < n — 2.

Throughout this paper, R will always be a commutative Noetherian ring with non-
zero identity and I will be an ideal of R. For each R-module L, we denote by
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Assp (L) the set of associated prime ideals of L. Also, for any ideal a of R, we
denote {peSpecR: p2a} by V(a). For any unexplained notation and
terminology we refer the reader to [10] and [24].

Question. If (R, m) is a complete local ring, then forall i < f*(M,N) andall j >
0, are the R-modules Ext}, (R/I, Hi(M, N)) in dimension < n — 2?

Material and methods
In this paper, the symbol C.,,(R) denote the category of all R-modules in
dimension < n and the symbol C,, (I, R) denotes the category of all R-modules T,

such that Ext{e(R/I, T) is in C,(R), for all j = 0. Lemmas 2.1 and 2.2 and
theorems 2.3 and 2.4, which are suitable generalizations of some well-known
results are needed in this paper.

Results and discussion

The main purpose of this paper is to prepare an affirmative answer to our question
in general. Moreover, we shall give some applications of this result concerning the
finiteness of special sets of associated prime ideals of the generalized local
cohomology modules.

Conclusion

We prove that if (R, m) is a Noetherian complete local ring, I isan ideal of R, t > 0
and n = 2 are two integers and M, N are two finitely generated R-modules such that
for each 0 < i <t the R-module Hi(M,N) is in C.,(R), then for any finitely
generated R-module X with support in V (I), each element of the set

3= (Ext} (X, H{ (M,N)) :j = 0and 0 < i < ¢}

U (Homg (X, HE¥L(M, V) ), Exth (X, Hf 1 (M, N) )}
isin C.,,_,(R) (Theorem 2.7). The following results are immediately consequences
of this result. Let (R, m) be a Noetherian complete local ring, I be an ideal of R and
n =2 be an integer and M, N be two finitely generated R-modules such that

dim(N/IN) = n. Then for any finitely generated R-module X with support in V (1),
each element of the set
3:= (Ext} (X, H (M,N)) : j = 0and i > 0}

isin C<,,_1(R) (Corollary 2.8). Let (R, m) be a Noetherian complete local ring, I be
an ideal of R, M, N be two finitely generated R-modules and n = 2 be an integer.
Then for all i < f*(M,N) and all j =0, the R-modules Hi(M,N) are in
Ccn_2 (I, R) (Corollary 2.9). Another result of this paper is a generalization of [3,
Theorem 2.8] and [1, Theorem 2.10]. Let (R, m) be a Noetherian complete local ring,
I be an ideal of R, t > 0 and n > 2 be two integers and M, N be two finitely
generated R-modules such that for each 0 < i < t the R-module H} (M, N) is in
C<n(R). Then for any finitely generated R-module X with support in V(I), the
following statements hold: (i) For each element L of the set

3= (Ext} (X, H{ (M,N)) :j 2 0and 0 < i < }

U (Homg (X, HEFL(M, V) ), Exth (X, Hf*1 (M, N) )}
the set

Assg(L)sn—s = {p € Assg(L) : dim(R/p) = n — 2}
is finite.
(ii) Foreach 0 < i < t + 1, the set
Assg(Hj (M, N))zn—z = {p € Assg(H} (M, N)) : dim(R/p) = n -2}
is finite.
(iii) The set
Assg (@S HE (M, N))zn_s = {p € Assp (@ HE (M, N))
:dim(R/p) = n — 2}

is finite. (Theorem 2.11).
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